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GENTLEMEN, | _ Nr 928 


8 there is a Vacancy now in Parliament, 
by the Death of one of I late Repre-, 
ſentatives, which the L. W.S of your 
; Country have | impower'd you to fill 

up, by the Choice of a worthy Member; as there are 
ſeveral Competitors, of different Stations and Characters, 
whoapply for your Votes and Intereſt on this Occalien z. 
and as nothing can be of greater Importance to the 
Happineſs and Well-being of your Community, than to 
fix upon ſuch a Conſtituent, as is moſt capable to ſerve. 
you in ſo high a Truſt ; I hope the meaneſt Advice or 
Sentiments will not be quite diſregarded, which are of- 
fer'd with no other View, than to contribute to your 


The 


making a wiſe and ſalutary Determination, 


7 


V 

The Perfon, who preſumes to addreſs you at this cri- 
tical Conjuncture, bears no other Relation to your Body, 
than that of a common Friend and Well-wiſher to the 
Whole; he had no private Advantage of his own to 
promote, nor any particular Candidate to affect, farther 
than bits real Worth and Merit will recommend him 
and as he thinks and ſpeaks from no other Motive than 

chat of Love and Benevolence to his Country in general, 
he flatters himſelf, that in this Light, the poor Mite, he 
throws in for the publick Good, will meet with the more 
ia vourable Indulgence and Reception. I am ſorry to 
find, Gentlemen, that in a City fo auguſt and confider- 
able as yours; at a Seaſon, when all your Wiſdom, and |? 
other good Qualities ſhould ſhine out in their fulleſt 
Luſtre z and ia Point of ſuch Moment, where nothing 
can tend ſo much to its Honour and Succeſs, as Unani- 
mit and Agreement, there ſhould be ſo violent a Pro- 
penfity to Party and Faction amongſt you, and ſuch a 
Diſtraction an all your Counſels and Procedure, as can 
rot fail, if not timely prevented, to produce ſome fatal 

_ Conſequence in the Ed. 

It is but too evident, that in this, as indeed in moſt 
other Caſes of the fame Nature, great Art and Induſtry 
have been uſed, by ſome warm and injudicious Minds, 
to influence your Reſolutions. by pompous or, uncharit- 
able Repreſentations ; to paint out one Candidate as a 
wiſe and diſintereſted Patriot, and another, as à fervile 
and corrupt Proftitute ; the firſt endowed with a Firm- 
neſs and Honeſty. of Soul, capable to aſſert all your 
Rights and Priwileges in the Senate, and to raiſe your 
City to the ligheſt Pinacle of Grandeur and Glory; but 
the latter ſway d by a Diſpoſition to oppreſs and enſlave 
ou, and to bind on your Chains the faſter, by that very 
ower, with which you inveſt him; let me therefore 
intreat you, Gentlemen, to call in your own Reaſon and 
- Diſcernment on this Occaſion, and not ſuffer yourſelves 
to be too eaſily deluded by ſuch ſubtile and ſpecious In- 
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It is no doubt your Duty, and will prove your Inte- 
FE reſt; to make the cloſeſt Enquiry you can ir 
e Character of thoſe, into whoſe Hands you commit ſo 
d S weighty a Charge, and ſo valuable a Stake, und ever to 
give the Preference to thoſe, whoſe Virtues and Qualifi- 
X cations of every Kind beſt entitle them to it q but at the | 
ſame Time you cannot but allow, that to ſucceed the 
better in this laudable Scrutiny, . and to prevent all Dan- 

ger of Deception, in a Choice of ſuch Delicacy and Ha- 
2 zard, nothing can be more neceſſary and prudent, than 


the true 


to ſuſpend the leaſt Appearance of Promiſe or Engage- 


ment, till your Judgment is formed upon a ſound Foun- 
2 dation ; and that you take care, not to be too haſtily. * 
miſled by the falſe Gloſſes and Prejudices that will be 
thrown in your Way to captivate and inſnare you. 


o * 


7 © * 


The Methods, which are generally moſt prevailing to 
impoſe upon the natural Weakneſs of the human Mind, 


and to gain Proſelytes in their Favour, are the very 
Points which ſhould chiefly alarm your Attention, and 
X againſt which you ought to guard with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion; I mean the zealous and forward Impetuoſity of 
ſuch Men as labour to magnify their own Merits and 
Talents, and to leſſen or defame thoſe of their Compe- 
titors; and however they may aſſume the artful Guiſe, 

of not attempting, by any indirect Means, to influence 
your Intereft or Approbation, in their Favour, yet this 


very Pretence is the moſt dangerous and ſuſpicious Sign 
they carry about them; and 1 apprehend, you will find 


it rather your ſafeſt Rule, in diſtinguiſhing real Candour 
and Sincerity, to ſuppoſe it lodged in him, who requeſts - 


your Voice, and modeſtly declines his own Praiſes, than 
in that Man, who ſeems. to deſpiſe all Courtſhip and 
Petition, with a vain Oftentation, ar the ſame Time, of 
high Worth and Self-deſerving. 

A ready Diſpoſition to cenſure Governors, anda ſo- 
lemn Avewal of redreſſing publick Grievances, if ho- 


noured with that Station and Province, which would 
enable them to effect it, has ever been the notorious Con- 
duct of ambitious and aſpiring Minds; this Principle 


I believe 


; 


* 
161 


1 belive has oljen been conſpicuous in moſt Admjnitza- 


tions; and the Pretender to his Majeſty's Throne of 

thele Kingdoms, has more than once attempted, by this 

decciiful Bait, to lure the Multitude to fight under his 
2 8 


For four bettet Direction and Saſe- guard, Gentle- 
men, when the ſame Motives are laid in your Way to 


bias your Choice, this Addreſs is principally intended; 


and the fix following Points, I apprehend will be well 
worth your moſt ſerious Regard and Conſideration, __ 
1ſt, That there neyer yet was any Adminiftration ſo 


good and perfect, but there were till a Number of 


reſtleſs and turbulent Spirits, ready to cenſure and con- 
demn it. * | 


2dly, That, conſidering the ſtate of Things in this 
Life, and the great Infirmities of human Nature, tis 
impoſſible but ſome Defects there mult be in every Ad- 
miniſtration whatever. 3 
Zaly, That the Errors complained of in Governors 
are molt frequently of the ſmalleſt Kind, and that an 


Attempt to redreſs ſuch fuppoſed Errors, generally 


oves of more pernicious Conſequence to the Commu- 
nity, than the Errors themſelves, were they real, could 


have done. 


450, That there muſt in every Government be a 


diſcretionary Power, to recede a little, in ſome Inſtances, 


from the ſtrictneſs of ſtated Rules and Laws, and that 
ſuch Power is rather beneficial than hurtful to the pub- 
lick Welfare. 8 

5thly, That where an Abuſe, of ſuch Power becomes 
Dangerous to the Community, and ought to be re- 
dreſſed, thoſe of mean Station, and the loweſt among 


the People, are very unfit Inſtruments for that Purpoſe. 


 6thly, That as in a Number, veſted with equal Pow- 
er, ſome good and diſintereſted Minds there muſt pro- 
bably be found, theſe alone are the likelieft Inſtruments 
to rectify the Abuſes, and reſtore the good Order of 
that Adminiſtration, wherein they preſide, 


J 


"as 


Y | 
ra 


7 1 
sg ne Points, Gentlemen, which-'I 


moſt earneſt] to your Conſideration, I be- 
A DN bem avs jy laele Refle&tion,: and the minuteſt Re- 

* general Views and Nature of Mankind, tlie 
grenter Part of chem will appear moſt powerfully diſ- 


d. 10 find man Faults in the Conduct of thoſe who 

r 
= |S ie, to point out either a new Model for better 

| nag and Las, or elſe che utmoſt Neglect and Cor» 
2 tious Execution of choſe they! are 


4 with, 
4 "New," not to mentipnthe imo univerſal Ile of 

Matters —＋ ſuch. 8 and Difficalty,.. pray ma 
4 + your Enquiries, Gentle emen, with ſome im 
Mn — into the real Motives, 
1 to. form their Cenſure and Invectives, and I am 
1 . you will, eaſily perceive, that they are widely 
1 2 by which they pretend themiſelves 
3 © 80 1 nay: at the exalted 


Com- 
upon which theſe Men 


and which, 18 ol _ a turbulent Dit 
3 all Order, and to fiſh in thoſe muddy 
1 for ſome- Advantages to themſelves, are, I fear 
too often the latent Springs, which ſet the grating Wheels 
of. iſcontent againſt Governours firſt in motion. 
If chis be the Caſe, and that it is ſo, few I believa 
will venture to deny, how much does it concern you, 
2 Gentlemen, to be wall upon your Guard, in diſtinguiſh- 
ing prudently bet wirt Men of | ſuch; pernicious: Principles 
1 Ado ot real 1 and Integrity, who have no- 
7 ous 925 FN cart; as — arp Senor and Se · 

I ty, preſent themiclves for your Option, 
. e you a. — — of their Service; 
is not, ng ac noiſy anch popular Declaina- 
tion, ſor Liberty and-Property; the boaſting Cant of do- 
e Conſtitution, or a theatrical Declaration 


about 


(8] 
about the Redreſs of Grievances, but a well 
Knowledge of the genuine Sentiments and Character of 


the Candidate who addreſſes you, that ought to be the 


Teſt of your Choice upon this Occaſion : For my Part, 


the more I perceive'a Man decline the Publication of his 
own Abilities and "Honeſty, the greater Confidence 1 

would repoſe in him, and I ſhall ever ſuſpect the ſince- 
rity: of that Perſon, who is the daily: Trumpeter bf his 


own Perfections: A laboured Piece of ſplendid Oratory 
and Elocution in theſe Inſtanees is-like the gilding of a 


Pill, which proves bitter within, and frequently unfuc- 
ceſsful to the Purpoſe for which it is — Lot 


rather indeed reſembles the Bombaſt and Fuſtian oF a 


Mountebank,' who boaſts bis Remedies, will cure lll“ 


Diſtempers, uhich yet in the End ſeldom fail to ruin 
the Health and Conſtitution he undertook to reſtore. 
Vou may all remember, Gentlemen; the Sentence, 
v which a late excellent Governour of this Kingdom 
cloſed his Speech to Parliament, and which” imported 
thus much, that he would make them no previous Pro- 
feſſions of his benevolent R to their Intereſt and 
Welfare, but that his C alone, ſhould be the 
Teſt of his Diſpoſition to ſerve them; ſuch Behaviour 
I take to be the true Mark of a warm and honeſt Heart, 
as the vaunting beforehand their Ability for future Ex- 
ploits and Performances, is an evident Sign, that Men 


of this caſt either want Power or Inelination, or more 


probably both, to diſcharge the arduous Take | they have 
| forreadily undertaken, 7 oY 

But to come cloſer to the Point 1 propoſe hefe to 
inſiſt upon, and for the better lactra kon of which,” T 
thought the Remarks, 1 have now made, neceflary, 


there u no one Circumſtance ſo frequently laid hold on 


by Men of the 3 L have deſcribed, and who hive 
Ambition enough to afj 3 to that Station or Power,” for 
which they are in ho Senſe qualifyed, as to prepoſſets 
thoſe, hols Favour they court, with an — — chat 
er il governed, and eee r any 
VIE £ * 125 * Opp 


— 


; | [9] ESE 
Oppreſſions, which they would rejoyce to have the Ho- 


& nour of freeing them from. | 

It is but too melancholy a Truth indeed, that the 
+. Populace of every Community are very ſtrongly biaſſed 
„co receive a bad Impreſſion of thoſe Rulers who are 
1 placed over them, and to whom, for the Preſervation 


. 


ER” CA 
- 7 8 2 3 'y 


* 


of their own Happineſs, they ought to pay all due Ho- 
„„ nour and Obedience, as Inſtruments ordained by God 
for the Encouragement of Well-doers, and a Terror to 


k 


A *X thoſe who do evil. The moſt probable Cauſes for this 
„ © unhappy Temper of Mind, ſo fatal to their Peace and 


Security, I have already conſidered, and this Infirmity 
the more active and artful amongſt them never fail to 
1 improve to their own Ends, blowing up the ſmalleſt 
1 Sparks of Diſcontent, till they become a deſtructive 
Flame, and hoping from the Ruins of ſuch a Conflagra- 
tion to pick up ſomething for their own Benefit. 
That learned and judicious -Divine, Mr. Richard 
Hooker, who is allowed by all impartial Readers, to have 
had a moſt exquiſite Senſe, not only of the Obligation 
ot all Laws in general, but likewiſe of the Detects of 
the human Mind, and the vain Pretences made uſe of 
to evade Obedience, has in his excellent Treatiſe of Ec- 
dleſiaſtical Polity begun his firſt Book in the following 
Words. - | 
X © He that goeth about to perſuade a Multitude, 
that they are not ſo well governed as they ' ought to 
be, ſhall never want attentive and favourable Hearers 
“ becauſe they know the manifold Defects, whereunto 
every kind of Regiment is ſubject, but the ſecret 
Lets and Difficulties, which in publick Proceedings 
are innumerable and inevitable, they have not or- 
dinarily the Judgment to conſider; and becauſe, 
„ ſuch as openly reprove ſuppoſed Diſorders of State, 
Aare taken for principal Friends to the common Benefit 
RE << of all, and for Men that carry ſingular Freedom of 
Mind, under this fair and plauſible Colour, whatſo- 
ever they utter paſſeth for Good and Current; that, 
which wanteth in the Weight of their Speech, is ſup- 
TT IND, B 8 plied, 


n 
* plied by the Aptneſs of Mens Mind to accept and 
mY — ie W hereas, on the other fide, if we main» 
& tain things that are eſtabliſhed, we have not only to 
* ſtrive with a number of heavy Prejudices, deeply 
& rooted in the Hearts of Men, who think that herein 
« we ſerve the Time, and ſpeak in favour of the pre- 
* ſent State, becauſe thereby we either hold or ſeek 
* Prefermeryt, but allo ro bear ſuch Exceptions, as 
Minds, ſo averted before hand, uſually take againſt 
„that, which they are loth ſhould be poured. into 
„„ © 5 | | 

Nothing, in my Opinion, can with more Clearneſs 
and Energy be adapted to ſet the Point now before you, 
Gentlemen, in a true Light, than theſe -Sentiments of 
that great and wiſe Writer. He paints here in moſt 
lively Colours the unhappy Temper of the bulk of 
Mankind, who have ſuck a promptneſs in their Nature, 
to cenſure the beſt Adminiftrations they can poſſibly be 
placed under, and to imbibe greedily the ſpecious Accu. 
fations, which deſigning Men form againſt them. The 
Reaſon of their being thus diſpoſed he makes proceed 
from he nce, that tho” they are ſenſible, no kind of earthly. 
Government can be perfect, but expoſed daily to many 
obvious Failures and Diſappointments, in the Ends pro- 


poſed from it, yet they will make no Allowance for 


thoſe private and leſs viſible Obſtructions, which in the 
juſteſt Execution of the wiſeſt Laws can neither be enu- 
erated nor avoided ; which is fuch à partial and un- 
reaſonable way of judging, as is not by any Arguments 


Whatever to be defended. | 


They, who are loudeſt and moſt violent in cher 
Clamours, againſt the ſuppoſed Corruptions of à State, 
he ſhews, are generally, by the major Part of the un- 


thinking Community, eſteemed their warmeſt Friends 


and Benefactors, and Men of matchleſs Spirit and Bold - 
neſs, who are not afraid to ſtem the Torrent of oppreſ- 


five Power, for the ſake of Liberty and Reformation. 


Under this Perſuaſion, and in fo favourable a Light, the 


_ worſt grounded Repreſentations of ſuch Declaimers, he 


nk] bobbſervez, 


N 


[11 ] 


obſerves, are immediately ſwallowed down and approved 


of, and from this enchanting Mask of conſulting alone 
the publick-Welfare, the invalidity of their Reaſoning 
is never once arraigned or ſuſpected, 


On the other fide, he remarks, that in the Defence 


of an eſtabliſhed Government, they, who eſpouſe that 


Part, have the numerous and inveterate Prejudices of a 


Multitude to contend with, which are ſo deeply rooted 
in their Minds and Belief, that it is almoſt impoſſible to 
conquer them; and whoever attempts to ſpeak favour- 


ably of the Adminiſtration, is immediately accuſed as a 


 ſelf-intereſted Paraſite and Time-ſerver, who wants either 
to ſecure his preſent, or obtain new and larger Prefer- 
ments. | . * 

But beſides all theſe Difficulties, which are thus op- 
poſed to the Supporters of a legal Eſtabliſnment, he 
concludes, that one of the moſt dangerous and inſur- 
- mountable is this, that the generality of Men have a na- 
tural Averſion to the being bound by any Laws what- 
ever, and although theſe very Laws are the ſole Pre- 
ſervatives of their own good Order and Happineſs, 
yet the more they are perſuaded to think well of them, 
the more they abhor and reſiſt them. 


* 


As theſe judicious Remarks, Gentlemen, are well 


ealculated for the Intereſt and Conſideration of all Com- 
munities, ſo am I convinced, that your applying them 
impartially to your preſent Caſe and Situation, will be 
attended with the utmoſt Benefit you can well propoſe 
to your felves, Re not then, I adviſe you too pre- 
maturely alarmed or influenced by the virulent Accu- 


fations, ſo artfully ſet on Foot, by ſome reſtleſs and 


aſpiring Minds, againſt thoſe Governors, to whom your 
Laws require your Subjection and Obedience; your 
Caſe, as to. the ſuppoſed Corruptions of your Superi- 
ours, is not ſingular, but in every Conſtitution upon the 
Face of the Earth, however well contrived and execu- 
ted, there have ever abounded that deſpicable Claſs of 
Incendiaries, whoſe principal Aim it is to traduce and 


B 2 


undermine it, ſo that inſtead of any Damage or Diſgg% .9#>= 
| 3 . h a F _ 4 


* 


122 — 
' honour, you will find it your real Profit and Glory in | 
the End, not to herd with the Groſs of Mankind, -in 
receiving too eaſily thoſe Inſinuations, ſo ſpeciouſly de- 
viſed for your favourable Reception. 

That in every Government there are many De- 
fects, and unſucceſsful Meaſures taken in the Regulati- 
on of it, cannot be denyed, but if at the ſame time you 
will juſtly conſider, Gentlemen, the various Difficul- 
tics, that lye in the way of the beſt concerted Schemes, 
as well in point of Counſel as Execution, you will the 
more readily compound for other inevitable Failures, 
and not endeavour, for the Sake of theſe, to ſap the 

very Foundation, upon which all Government muſt be 
built, and for the Cure of ſmaller Evils, deſtroy the 
Vitals of all Society and Order. 

Do not then imagine, Gentlemen, that thoſe alone 
are the warmeſt or moſt fincere Patriots, in defence of 
your Happineſs and Conſtitution, who labour to con- 
vince you, that your Governours are attempting to rob 
you of the one, by deftreying the other ; you will in 
Fact find thoſe very Men to be the moſt dangerous 

Enemies you have to both; the Zeal and Rhetorick 
they expreſs, to enforce their Accuſations, are by no 
Means an evident Sign of their own Candour and In- 
tegrity, but generally the reverſe, and whoever pre- 
tends, that the Method to. redreſs a State, is, by 
the Cenſuring and reſiſting thoſe who Rule it, to 
throw it firſt into Confuſion, can never ſurely pro- 
pole the publick Welfare as 277 End of their Con- 
duct. 

Men thus diſpoſed may tell yOu indeed, with ſome 
plauſible Inſinuations, that whoever refuſes to joyn with 
the ſame Violence, in theſe exorbitant Clamours againſt 
Rulers, muſt be Partners in their Corruptions, and in 
Oppoſitionto the Publick, have their private Intereſt on- 
ly at Heart, but when you conſider, that their Meaſures 
tend to the Preſervation of Peace and good Order, and 
thoſe of their Aecuſcrs to Anarchy and Diſtraction, 


you 


[13] Ria 
you will eafily judge, to which ſide that ſevere Imputas 
tion is beſt adapted. | | 

In a Word, Gentlemen, as the Minds of too many 
unhappy Reaſoners are moſt fatally alienated from their 
Governours, for no other Cauſe, than that they cannot 
bear the Thoughts of any Superiority or Confinement, 
you will find it your true Intereſt, rather to diſcourage 
than favour ſuch mutinous Declaimers; and be per- 
ſuaded, that their reſtleſs Diſcontent againſt thoſe in 
Power, or the Laws they. enjoyn, ariſes chiefly from 
hence, that they want themſelves to dictate and com- 
mand, and to be diſtinguiſhed from that lower Rank, 
who, for the Good of Community, are bound to 


we this firſt Poſition then be allowed, that there never 
yet was any Adminiſtration ſo good and perfect, but 
there were {till a number of reſtleſs and turbulent Spi- 
rits ready to cenſure and condemn it; to ſet the un- 
reaſonable Severity of ſuch petulant Complainers in a 
ſtill ſtronger Light, I would now beg your Attention, 
n „ n 
24 Point, which is, That confidering the great In- 
firmities of human Nature, and the State of Things 
in this Life, it is impoſſible but ſome Defects there 
muſt be in every Adminiſtration whatever. 
80 long as the Mind of Man continues Subject to 
a Variety of Paſſions, Views, and Inclinations, in their 
Nature and Tendency very diſtin& from each other, 
and ſo long as the Freedom of the Will, in a right or 
wrong Application of theſe, remains in it's preſent State, 
ſo long muſt there, in all the Governments of this 
World, be many Errors and Failures, and many 
unſucceſsful Meaſures taken in their Support and Re- 
gulatian, | | Yoo}. 
Providence never intended, that there ſhould be ſuch 
an abſolute degree of Perfection impreſſed ' upon 
Faculties merely Human, as would put it out of their 
Power in any Inſtance of Duty to judge or act amiſs ;/ 
| this not only is incompatible with the Frame and Con- 
hl | ſititution 
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ſtitution of ſuch a Claſs of inferiour Beings, but it 


would render the Superintendeney of an infallible and 
Divine one quite unneceſſary, and would deſtroy that 
Foundation, upon which the real Merit of all Behaviour, 
and the Rewards annexed to ſuch Merit mult be finally 
determined. | 

In a Scheme then ſo wiſely calculated for his own 
Honour, and for the Dignity and Happineſs of Man- 
kind, it ſeemed ſufficient to the ſupreme Governor of 
the World, to communicate to them ſuch Rules and 
Knowledge, as would beſt direct them to a proper Form 
of earthly Government, for the Security of thoſe great 
Ends; and as near to the Model of his own divine Ad- 
miniſtration, as the different State, and Nature of the 
two, could well admit of, or require; but by no 
Means to ſtamp fuch an Infallibility upon it, as would 
ever preſerve it from all Error and Deviation. If we 
look into the State of Heavenly Beings, where the leaſt 
Appearance of any Defect or Miſconduct could ſcarce 
be ſuppoſed to get footing, we ſhall find from indubi- 


table Proof, that Angels themſelves, who were the im- 


metliate Minifters of God, and perpetually influenced by 
his Preſence and Glory, were yet rendered ſuhject to 


fall from their high Duty and Office ; how much more 
may we imagine the trail, imperfect, and far lower Or- 


der of the Human Species, expoſed to greater, and 
more numerous Failures, in their reſpective Characters 


and Stations ? And if the firſt of our Kind, created in 


fuch a Superiour ſtate of Virtue and Perfection, could 
by the Temptations of Senſe; be ſwayed from Order, 


and Obedience to the Divine Rule preſcribed to them, 


what Title can their Poſterity, under the growing Evil 
of the ſame fatal Diſpoſition, plead for an Exemption 
from all Miſcarriage, in the various Tasks to which 


they ſtand bound? This Point ſeems ſo clear, Gentle- 
men, that I apprehend you will readily allow, that 


ul Earth there can be no Government, without 


many Defe&s and Diſappointments, in the obtaining 
thoſe Ends for which it was originally deſigned, 1 FX 
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In a Caſe fo notorious, to produce Inſtances from 
Matter of Fact, ſeems quite needleſs, theſe are ſo fre- 
quent, obvious, and univerſal, that they cannot eſcape 
the moſt ſuperficial Obſet vation; ſearch the Globe 
through, and in every State, Government, and Admi- 
niſtration, you will find daily Marks of Errors, flagrant 
and various; whilſt they who preſide in them are Men, 
there will be Ambition or Avarice, or Faction, or Re- 
venge, to diſtort the goodly Frame of the wiſeſt Con- 
ſtitution, and to clog the Wheels of Juſtice, Regula- 
rity and Order; and this I muſt add, Gentlemen, that 
would you but calmly reflect upon the more ſhocking 
Events, which from Corruptions of this Kind, in States 
abſolute eſpecially, are known to abound, you would 
give your Thoughts a new Turn, and, inſtead of Rail- 
ing and Diſcontent, be truly thankful, that thoſe you 
feel, are ſo few, gentle and eaſy, _ 

In the Contrivance and Inſtitution of Rules for Go- 
vernment, conſider ſeriouſly, Gentlemen, what vaſt Dif- 
ficulties ariſe from that Diſparity and Contraſt of Tem- 
pers, which for the moſt Part are concerned in them; 
the cool and cautious are obſtructed by the raſh and ſan- 
guine, the judicious and condeſcending by the froward 
and ignorant, the benevolent by the parſimonious, and 
the publick ſpirited by the partial and ſelfiſh; nay in all! 
Proceedings of this Kind, there is the the utmoſt Hazard, 
that the beſt concerted Meaſures may. be defeated by the 
Majority, who are but too frequently indeed on the 
wrong Side of the Queſtion. Wo, 5 

But it is not ſo much in the Frame, as Execution of 
good Laws, that the Welfare of all Communities is 
chiefly embarked, it will therefore be again neceſſary to 
remark the many Defe&s in Government, that ariſe 
from this Cauſe. Now in Points of Omiſſion or Neglect 

here, the firſt in Power are not always blameable, but 
thoſe ſubordinate Officers rather, to whom the executive 
Part is intruſted, and I apprehend that there are innu- 
merable Inſtances of Failure and, Corruption in that © 

n | reſpect, 


po 
reſpect, which the wiſeſt or honeſteſt Rulers alive « can 
neither well diſcover or remedy, | 
There are none of you, I preſume, Gentlemen, Stran- | 
gers to the unhappy Effects of Indolence, or a ſenſual 
Courſe, or private Gain, which ſo often in the Hands 
of inferior Miniſters obſtruct the Execution of the beſt 
Ordinances, and render them in a Manner quite 
fruitleſs and abortive. Although the Miſchiefs then, 
which enſue from hence to the Publick, are, molt ſenſible 
and detrimental, yet the Fountains from whence they 
flow are for the moſt part inviſible, and ſo artfully con- 
cealed, that they eſcap= the Cognizance of thoſe who 
have a proper Power to correct and reform them; in 
which Caſe nothing ſurely can be ſo injurious, as to cen- 
ſure thoſe Governors, by whom ſuch Laws were well 
deviſed and ordained. Men, who carry Things to this 
Extremity, will ſtop at nothing, for the Gratification of 
their Spleen, and ill Nature; nay they may proceed at 
length to arraign the Providence of God himſelf, becauſe 

all Things do not fall out to their liking ; and that his 
Laus are ſo often violated by thoſe to whom the Diſ- 
charge of them is committed. 

But there is yet another material Obſervation, Gentle- 
men, well worth your Notice, in the Point I am now 
upon, which is, that beſides the ill Conduct of Gover- 
nors, or of thoſe appointed under them for the Execu- 
tion of Laws and Juriſdiction, the lower Members of 
the Community themſelves, for whoſe Benefit and Obe- 
dience ſuch Laws were formed, are in many Inſtances the 
principal Cauſe of thoſe Defedts and Diſorders, to which 
the Adminiſtration is ſubject, and for which it is ſo often 


cenſured and defamed. 
When Injunctions at any Time are eſtabliſhed, incon- 


| Gitent with what they eſteem their peculiar Intereſt; or 
Privilege, or Liberty, Accuſations are immediately raiſed 
againſt the Impoſers of them as Tyrants and Oppreſſors, 

and although the very End of ſuch Laws be the Pre- 


| ee of Order and publick. Welfare, yet they are 
n 
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inveighed againſt and reſiſted with as much Violence, as 
if they were really deſtructive of all that was moſt dear 
and valuable to them. Hence ariſes the great Confuſion 
and Perplexity, to which every Adminiſtration is ſo fre- 
quently expoſed, and Rulers muſt bear the Impuration 
of thole Evils, which had their fole Origin from the 
rebellious Principles of ſuch as were bound to obey. 
Lay your Hands upon your Hearts then, Gentlemen, 
and if ar any Time you find the leaſt Rancour or Ani- 
molity lodged there againſt thoſe who preſide over you, 
indulge not thoſe Faſſions at leaſt, till you are ſure that 
it is their Mal-adminiſtration only, and not your own 
ſelfiſh Prejudices which have at firſt promoted and in- 
flamed them. __ 
| hope 1 ſhall not, Gentlemen, from the Sentiments 
J have profeſſed on this Subject, be ſuſpected as a par- 
tial Favourer of all Governors in general, or to intend, 
that they ſhould be ſoabſolute in their Wills and Deter- 
minations, that however great their Errors or Corrup- 
tions may be, yet no Cenſure or Oppoſition whatever 
muſt on that Score ariſe againſt them; ſo far am I from 
judging in this Manner, that I think it is the principal 
Glory of every Adminiſtration, to be as free from all 
Defects, and to keep as cloſe to the Perfection of that 


Divine Original, from whence all Power is derived, as is 


conſiſtent with the State of Human Nature in this Life; 
and when Rulers or Officers deviate from the high 


Truſt repoſed in them inro any Acts injurious or oppreſ- 


ſive to the Community, I am as much perſuaded, that 
no Care can be too great or ſeaſonable to prevent and 
reſtrain them. All that 1 contend for, Gentlemen, is 
this, that as ſome Failures there muſt be in the beſt 
conſtituted Governments upon Earth, and many of 
theſe perhaps next to an Impoſſibility to redreſs, private 
Subjects muſt not from hence be indulged in the Liber- 
ty of traducing the Characters, or reſiſting the Ordi- 
nances of thoſe to whom they owe Obedience; for as 
ſuch Indulgence mult ever be attended with moſt perni- 

| 2 cious 
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cious Eſfects ſo where a Reformation in any Point be- 
comes neceſſary, they alone muſt undertake it, to whom 
the Laws of that Community they preſide in have com- 
mitted a proper Power for this Puapoſe. 


1 


This Conduct will ſtill appear the more rational and 
Ie Gentlemen, by a due Enquiry into the Truth 
r 
34 Point propoſed here for your Conſideration, which 
is, that the Errors complained of in Gevernors are meſt 
f-equently 5 imaginary, or of the ſmalleſt Kind; 
and that ag Attempt to redreſs ſuch ſuppoſed Errors, 
RA, proves of more pernicious Conſequence to the 
Community, than the Errors themſelyes, were they real, 
could have done, | 
Upon a cloſe Attention to the Nature and Circum- 
ſtances of all Societies of Men in general, and the Ad- 
miniſtration of thoſe Laws, by which they are to be go- 
verned, whether eccleſiaſtical, cixil, political, municipal, 
or of what kind ſoever they are found to be, 1 appre- 
hend the Juſtneſs of the Aſſertion here laid down will 
ſeldom be known to fail, and that for the two following 
Reaſons : 
ift, Becauſe the more minute and inconſiderable the 
\ Defects in iny Government are, the more eaſily ſuch - 
are diſtinguiſhed by the lower Penetration of the Popu- 
—_ 
A2 qdly, Becauſe Defects of this Kind make generally a 
more powerful Impreſſion upon the Minds of the Vul- 
gar, from their affecting in a ſtronger Manner ſome 
private Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Intereſt, to which they 
are attached; the Ferment conſequently that ariſes from 
hence is more ſudden and violent, than ſuch as more 
retired, through more dangerous Errors, are in the 
uſual State of Things attended with; and both theſe 
Reaſons, Gentlemen, from a few familiar Remarks, 


muſt, I think, be very plain and intelligible to you. 


In the Frame and Execution of theſe eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, which regard the Welfare of Religion, and ought 
| # | to 
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to be our firſt and chief Concern, what is more noto- 
rious, than that any ſuppoſed Defect, in Rules of Form 
or Ceremony only, is immediately made publick, and 
animadverted upon with all imaginable Freedom, whilſt 
ſuch as reſpect material Doctrines, or the Fundamen- 
tal Points of Religion, are but rarely underſtood or en- 
quired after. E 
As this is a Cafe in Fact, which none I preſume will 
diſallow ; ſo are the Reaſons for it no leſs clear and ob- 
vious. The various Circumſtances of outward Form 
in religious Exerciſe mnſt lye open to common View, 
and conſequently be expoſed to the Cenſure of the low- 
eſt and moſt capricious Minds, who think proper to diſ- 
prove it; and as Matters of this Kind are better adap- 
ted to the Capacity of mere Senſe, and are frequently in 
Oppoſition to ſome favourite Opinion or Party, which 
they are fond of eſpouſing, therefore do they ſo often 
become the Object of popular Clamour, Diſlike, and 
Indig nation. 1 re” 
On the other Hand, thofe Errors which ariſe at any 

Time in the fundamental Articles or Doctrine of Reli- 
gion, are more latent and unintelligible to the Reaſon or 
Obſervation of the Multitude, ſo that if their ſenſual 
Ends and Prejudices be but gratified, the others are 
readily ſwallowed down without the leaſt Scrutiny or 
Reluctance; and hence it ſo frequently happens, that 
all Things are turned into Confuſion and Diſorder, 
about Points in their own Nature quite- harmleſs and 
indifferent, whilſt thoſe which are deſtructive of all 
Truth, Peace and Unanimity, are embracnd as the only 
found and orthodox Principles of the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion. | WR +. 
The Remarks I have made here, Gentlemen, upon 
eccleſiaſtical Laws and Adminiſtration, muſt, I believe, 
upon a rational Diſquiſition, be found to bear an exact 
Parallel with every other Conſtitution, that the diffe- 
rept Nature of Things in this World requires for uni- 
verſal Happineſs, Whatever Injunctions, either Ty 


0 | 
liey or civil Intereſt; or the municipal Advantages and 
ues of ſeparate Corporations 3 for their 
reſpectrve Support and Well-being, it will ever appear, 
that Errors and Defects, which are either imaginary, or 
but of little Moment, are the uſual Provocations to all 
that Diſcontent and Virulence; to which Governors ſtand 
ſo much expoſed. : | | 

When any ſubordinate Rule is inſtituted, which comes 
readily within the Sphere of popular Knowledge, and 
ſeems to claſh in the leaſt wich their private Judgments, 
Deſires, and Gratifications, the Impoſers of ſuch Rules 
ate immediately repreſented as the Authors of Injuſtice, 
Rum, and Diftrefs to thoſe, for whoſe Happineſs and 
Protection alone they were ordained; and although ſuch 
Corftiturions, upon a juſt Comprehenſion of them, may 
be found rather to tend highly to publick Welfare, or 
 _tharif ſome Defects do attend them, they are but Night 

and mofferifive; wherr corrpared with the more material 
Points of Government, yet theſe alohe are generally the 
ritigs; from whenee the Mutiny and Commotions, ſo 
Incident to every Adffiiniſtfation, wilt eaſily be diſcover- 
eck to take their firſt Riſe, I would not be thought to 
iter front hence, that Meaſures deſtructive to the Com- 
munity are never taken by Governors at all, but as this 
comes not within the Compaſs of my preſent point, fo 
mu ft the Regulation of ſuch Meaſures belong to ano- 
ther Ofdet of Men, quite diſtinẽt from thoſe; whoſe 
> rc Cõnduct are urder our prefent Confidera- 
I muſt own; Gentlemen; that the particular Laws 
ard Rules, formed from Time to Time, for the Wel- 
fare of your City, and the diſtinct Corporations of which 
it confifts, I am pretty much à Stranger to; nor ſhall 
1 ptefume to enter into the Nature and Reality of thoſe 
many Violations of them, for which your Governors ate 

{6 1oudl} àctuſed; this 1 think is out of my Scope, and 
by no meatis ettfier neceſſary or proper for the Province 


have now-afftimed; but as it is much to * 
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that many of the Defects fo warmly cenſured, are of 
that minute Kind I have already deſcribed, inconſiſtent 
perhaps with ſome ſelfiſh Intereſt, . Privilege, or Preju- 
dice, which ſome of your Members were tenaciouſly 
difpoſed to maintain, and their Diſcontents on this Ac- 
count raiſed by the Art of deſigning Men, I would ad- 
viſe you well to conſider, whether it were not better tq 
ſuppreſs ſuch Complaints about Errors of ſmall Impor- 
tance, than to make them the Origin of great Animo- 
fity and Confuſion in that Community to which you 
belong; and this in particular I beg you would reflect 
upon, that as Accuſations of this Nature may moſt 
probably be very unjuſtly founded, yet were they 
otherwiſe, they never can be the ſucceſsful Method of 
dreſſing thoſe Grieyances, about which they are 
formed. 
For my Part, Gentlemen, when I view your City ſa 
flouriſhing and proſperous in moſt of its Branches of 
Trade and Property, and indulged above many others 
in Liberties and Privileges, very various and extenſive, 
J cannot help thinking, that many of the Injuries, under 
which you are repreſented to ſuffer the utmoſt Diſtreſ 
are imaginary only, and your Governors not guilty of 
that Tyranny or Oppreſſion ſo freely charged againſt 
them. I at any Time there be real Evils amongſt 
you, take care thst theſe be not rather the Effects of 
a Heavenly Providence, than an Earthly Adminiſtra- 
tion; and be this your conſtant Rule, that the ſure 
Way to preyent ſuch, is firſt to pay ſtrict Obedience 
to the Will of en eternal Governor, and then due Ho- 
nour and Submiſſion to the Laws of thoſe tem 
| Rulers, whom he has choſe in great Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs to place over you. 5 Dake 0 ee 
To conclude this Point then, as I at firſt propoſed, 
if the Errors complained of in Governors be for the 
moſt Part either imaginary, or but of ſnall Moment 


and Prejudice to the Community, no Conſequence I 


think can be clearer than this, that every Attempt to 
: 13 5 5 | \ redreſs 
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redſs theſe, eſpecially. in the Way of open Clamour 
and popular Accuſati on, muſt prove conftantly more 
rnicious to that Community, than .the Errors them- 
ſelves, though real, can poſſibly do ; and of courſe, 
that all ſuch Attempts ſhould in the very Bud be ſup- 
preſs'd and diſcouraged. 5 Mb. 

If you will be but at ſome little Pains, Gentlemen, to 
ſearch into Hiſtory, and the Records of former Times, 
ſo replete with the Accounts of popular Commotions 
and Inſurrections againſt Governors, in every Nation J 
believe upon Earth, you will, I am confident, rea- 
dily Join with me in the Truth of my preſent Obſer- 
vations. | | 

In theſe you will find, that Events the meſt dreadful 
and ſhocking to human Nature, have frequently owed 
their Original to Cauſes, in themſelves the moſt abſurd 
and contemptible, that can well be conceived. The pre- 
ſcribing ſome neceſſary Rule in a Matter perhaps of 
mere Form,. and for the Sake of Deceney and Order, 
becauſe not ſuited to every Temper or Opinion; the 
lying on a moderate Tax, for the Support of ſome emi- 
nent and publick Advantage ; or the Reſtraint of ſome 
former Liberty or Privilege, when ſuch were found in- 
convenient, or abuſed to very bad Purpofes ; Incidents, 
I fay, of this Kind, have often been known, in every + 
Age and Government of the World, to have inflamed 
a giddy and unthinking Multitude to revile, condemn, 
and riſe up againſt their lawful Rulers, and to lay ſuch 
a Scene of Confuſion and Miſery in the Common- 
Wealth. as muſt give Pain to every rational Mind, but 

once to think of. 9 * | 
Fou need not, I believe, Gentlemen, go farther than 
your own Times, and the Adminiſtration you live un- 


der, to ſee many glaring Inſtances of this fatal Con- 


duſt, and what can can be ſo melancholly a Reflection, 
as ſtill to obſerve the ſame unhappy Meafures purſued, 
| though ſure to be attended with ſtill the ſame dreadful 
4 | Let 


—_ 
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Let me. allow then, which is the utmoſt can be re- 
quired, that Governors may at ſome Times judge or 
act amiſs ; that the Rules they preſcribe are not always 
rational or convenient, or properly executed ; and that 
in many Caſes they encroach perhaps a little too far 
upon that Liberty, Property, or Privilege, which the 
Laws of the Community have made the Subjects Birth- 
right; will any Man from hence argue, that immediate 
Diſcontent, Invectives, and Reſiſtance, muſt be the moſt 
effectual Method for Redreſs? None ſurely in their 
Reaſon will attempt it, and every reflecting Mind, I 


imagine, muſt rather chuſe to compound for ſmaller 


Evils, than for the Cure of thoſe to bring down the ſe- 
vereſt upon his own Head. b 
So long as Men are Men, they will no douht have 
Paſſions, and a Senſibility of the lighteſt Injuries they 
ſuffer, but whatever Right they may plead, in ſuch a 
Situation to a modeſt Apology for Relief, or a ſubmiſ- 
ſive Addreſs to thoſe who are concerned in their Pro- 
tection, they cannot in my Apprehenſion have any, 
by open Calumny and Diſorder, to endanger the State 
they are ſubject to, with Confuſion, Miſery, and De- 
ſolation. | 
You will, I hope, from theſe few Remarla, Gentle- 
men, find it your true'Intcreſt, ſeaſonably to ſuppreſs 
the farſt Seeds of Diſcontent, to know the real Grounds 
on which they are founded, and the Temper and Views 
of thoſe who perſiſt to foment them : It has been ob. 
ſerved by Sportſmen, that a babling and unſtanch Hound 
may eaſily delude an unwary Pack from the true Scent; 
but thoſe of Sagaeity and Experience will ever diſregard 
him, and purſue that Track only, which leads to Con- 
queſt and Safety. ö 2 
As far as I can be informed, Gentlemen, the prin- 
cipal Foundation of thoſe Complaints, which ſome of 
your Members, for private Ends of their own, have fo 
induſtriouſly magnified, in order to inflame your Re- 
ſentment the higher, conſiſts in this, that they who are 
| chiefly 
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chiefly concerned in the Government of your City, as a 
Body Corporate, have in many Inſtances violated thoſe 
Laws, which were to be the Rule of their Adminiſtra- 
tion, and have moſt injuriouſly ſtripped you from Time 
to Time of thoſe Liberties and Privileges, which, as Ci- 
tizens or Freemen, you have a perpetual and unalienable 

Right to claim and enjoy. We 
I have already confeſſed, Gentlemen, that the true 
Nature of theſe Rights and Privileges, or any real Vio- 
lation of them, I am much unacquainted with, nor in 
my preſent Deſign do I think it of the leaſt Moment or 
Concern ; ſo far in general I apprehend, that the In- 
- juries complained of are not in Fact ſo very grievous as 
they are painted, and upon an impartial Survey of 
them, I am morally certain they will appear ſo ; ſhould 
it be found otherwiſe, and an immediate Redreſs of 
ſuch Injuries neceflary, I ſhall hereafter venture to aflign 
my humble Opinion, through whoſe Hands, and by 
what Means a Redreſs of this Nature muſt be attempt- 
ted, but previous to that, 1 think it will be of ſome Uſe 
to conſider this 28 | 

4th Point I at firſt laid down for your Reflection, 
that there muſt in every Government be a diſcretionary 
Power, togrecede a little, in ſome Inſtances, from the 
Strictneſs of ſtated Rules and Laws; and that ſuch 
Power is rather beneficial than hurtful to the publick 
JJ... 8 = e 
Fou will all of you, I believe, Gentlemen, concur 
with me in this Sentiment, that excepting the ſupreme 
Governor of the World, or thoſe to whom he has com- 
mitted an abſolute and preter- natural Power for this 
- Purpoſe, there never yet was any ſingle Perſon, or 
Body of Men, fo wiſe and perfect in their Jugdment, 
as to be able, in their conſtituting Laws for Govrern- 
ment, to take in all Circumſtanees, which either then, 


or afterwards may become the proper End and Obje& 


of ſuch Laws. By 
4 8 Now, 


{ti} 
Now, not to inſiſt upon the apparent Defects of all 


human Abilities, for an Attempt of this Kind, there 


are two obvious Reaſons, why ſuch an Attempt muſt 
ever be impraCticable and unſucceſsful ; 
1ſt, Becauſe the Circumſtances of thoſe particular 

Ends, for which any Law is inſtituted, are many of 
them ſo minute and various, that they can not at once 
be all of them conſidered or provided for. 
 2dh, Though every Circumſtance, which affects the 
preſent State of Things, might be diſcovered and taken 
cure of, yet there are ſuch daily Changes and Revolu- 
tions in the Condition of all ſublunary Affairs, that 
what was found neceſſary at one Time, may at another 
become highly inconvenient ; and what, without the ut- 
moſt bad Conſequence, could not now be eſtabliſhed, 
might again become a Rule of indiſpenſible Benefit and 
Importance. 275 

Theſe two Points, Gentlemen, are fo ſelf-evident, 
and univerſally acknowledged, that to dwell upon them 
ſeems ſuperfluous ; however, to make ſome Application 
from them to our preſent Diſquiſition, will I hope be 
neither uſeleſs nor tediqus to you. | 


As the Caſe of all Laws and Adminiſtrations, in the | 


Point now before us, is the fame, I ſhall here confine 
myſelf to thoſe, in which as Citizens you are more im- 
mediately concerned, and which conſequently from your 
_ own Knowledge and Experience, you will be moſt 


capable to form a proper Judgment of in this Parti- 


cular. ICED | | 
Lou cannot then but allow, Gentlemen, that there 
were many Rules and Laws of abſolute Neceſſity to the 


Well-being and Government of your City, which, in 


its firſt Conſtitution, or Infant State, it was not poſſible 
at once to diſcover or eſtabliſh ; and for this Reaſon 


alone, conſidered barely as a Society, to be regulatly 
ordered for the Happineſs of the Vole,” and its re· 
ſpective Members, ;' or for the Promotion of that vari- 


ous Commerce” and Intercourſe, fo requiſite as welt” 
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among themſelves, as with other and diſtinct Societies, 
there have, and ever will be, from Time to Time, 
many Advantages and Inconveniencies brought to Light, 
which in the Beginning it was impracticabſe for the li- 
mited Faculties of Men to forecaſt or provide for. This 
1 am ſure, Gentlemen, the ſhort Obſervation of your 
own Times muſt make clear to you, and your Poſte- 
| rity to the End of the World will ever experience the 

| fame. - 2 3 ; 8 
If the natural Limitation of Human Powers alone 
then requires ſuch a gradual Increaſe and Improvement 
in the Laws formed for the good Governmert of your 
Community, how much more neceſſary muſt this be 
found, from the many Changes and Alterations, which 
almoſt daily ariſe, in che various Affairs and Intereſts, 
a well of yours as of every other Society upon Earth. 

As the Number of your Inhabitants have increaſed, 
and your City grown larger ; as your Corporations have 
multiplied- and your Trade and Manufactures become 
more extenſive ; as new Revenues were required for the 
Support and Dignity of your Government, and many 
Contributions found expedient to that growing State of 
Arts and Induſtry, upon which the proſperous Condi- 
tion of every City muſt depend; theſe diverſe Circum- 
ſtances, Gentlemen, you are ſenſible, not to name in- 
finite more, that might be enumerated, muſt call for 
many new Ordinances and Regulations, which, in the 
former Situation of your Community, could neither be 
neceſſary, nor at that Time projected. {ib 

J muſt here likewiſe add, Gentlemen, that for the 
ſame Reaſon, ſome Liberties, Privileges, and Immuni- 
ties, might be of abſolute Uſe, and highly convenient 
at one Period, which at another would be found not 
only inconvenient, but detrimental, to the true Welfare 
of your City; when the Ends, for which ſuch were con- 
ferred at firſt, are either ſufficiently anſwered, or not at 
all obtained by thode; or when by Corruption they are 
that only abuſed to. univerſal Diſorder, but to the Sub- 

1 eee ee OS Es verſion 


FORE 


'erſion perhaps of that very Power which beſtowed 


them, in every Inſtance of this Kind, as Indulgence 
would be the greateſt Evil, ſo is a prudent Reſtriction 
of the weightieſt Moment and Obligation, 

Tf ſuch then be the true State, not only of yours, but 
of every other Society and Adminiſtration, that ever 
did, or will exiſt to the End, of Time, you will here 
perhaps demand, Gentlemen, by what Lewy is 
ſuch an Alteration 1 in Laws to be effected, as publick 
Utility, in the different Circumſtances of Aa an 
require? To which I anſwer, that no other can be "I 
viſed or allowed, but either the Inſtitution of new Laws,, 
Ro ſuch are indiſpenſible, or in Points oſ leſs Mo- 


ment, a prudent * aer den Power in an 


to recede from the Strictneſs of old ones. 

The forming of vew Laws, Gentlemen, according to; 
the uſual Rules and Conſtitution. of this Kingdom, 1s, 
well known to be a Point attended with great XPENCE; » 
and Difficulty :_ nor can they at all Times be 
eſtabliſhed or executed, with that Diſpatch which Ne- 
ceſſity may often require; for this Reaſon, although 
in Caſes very material, or which Were never before pro- 
vided for, new Laws become of abſolute Importance, 
notwithſtanding theſe unavoidable Inconveniencies, un- 


der which they muſt be inſtituted, yet in Matters of leſs; 


Moment, or not expreſiy determinedin any former, 


Law, it has always, I apprehend, beę nuded expedient, 


m every Adminiſtration, to veſt Governors With a, 
Power of doing, many Things by their peculiar Autho- 
rity, for which the dict and literal Conſtruction of the 
Law itſelf neither had, or could perhaps, make full al 
Proper Proviſion. 

In this Senſe it is, that this old Maxim has generally 
prevailed, (Summum jus ſumma injuria) implying, that 
an Over- ſtrictneſs in the Execution of Laws may be- 
eome the higheſt Injury ; ; and indeed the Circumſtances 
reſpecting moſt Laws, as l have hitherto rematked,' 
are ſo Farious, and ſo impoſſible at once to be all of- 

| them 
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them conſidered, that not to allow this Liberty of reced- 
ing from the Strictneſs of them in certain Points, as the 
Neceflity and State of Things may require, would in 
all Probability be productive of the greateſt Evils; in 
Inſtances of this Kind, there can be apparent Reaſon 
Produced for the conſtant Formation of new Laws to 
rectify the ſmaller Defects of old ones; it is ſufficient 
that the eſſential Ends of them be obſerved. and a 
Multplication of ſuch Laws, either for Amendment 
or Explication, has often been the Source of great 
 Contufton, and eſteemed by Men of Judgment to 
be rather a publick Miſchief than a publick Advan- 


tage. PI wy 1110 

Upon this Foundatian it is, that where the material 
Points of any Law eſtabliſhed by publick Authority 
are not obſtructed. Things of lower Importance have 
from Uſage or Cuſtom only obtained a Sanction, 
end become a Part of that common Law, by which 
the reſpective Societies, where ſuch Uſages prevail, 
are to be governed; and with the fame View, in the 
Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms,” a Court of Equity 
has all along been appointed, for a rational Diſtribu- 
tion of Juſtice, in ſuch Caſes, where either by a rigor- 
ous Adherence to he Letter of the Law, or its total 
Silence in ſome particular Points, no other Method could 
be deuiſed for an upright "and conſcientious Determi- 


. : 


nation. BY | . - 

My Purpoſe, Gentlemen, in troubling you with 
theſe Remarks upon the Nature and Obligation of 
Laws in general, and that Power committed to Go- 
vernors, in ſome Caſes, and on ſome Occaſions. to 
recede from them, is only this, that you would from 
hence conſider, whither that Infringement of your par- 
ticular Laws, ſo much complained of, be not on E- 
mergencies of this Kind only; and-whither ſuch a ſtrict 
Attachment to them, as ſome of your Brethren ſeem 
ſo warmly to inſiſt upon, would not in many Con- 
Junctures be rather prejudicial than conducive to the real 
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Welfare of your Community. It is an eaſy dint 
for Men of Art, and ſway'd by Reſentment, and Self. 
Intereſt, to miſlead your Judgment, and inſpire a falſe 
Zeal, about thoſe Nules and Meaſures, which are to be 
the invariable Standard of your Government, but I. am 
perſuaded, that on an impartial Enquiry, you will in 
ny Inſtances, fee the Neceſſity, and find the Advan- 
tage, of allowing ſome Alteration in thoſe Rules, as 
Change and the Variety of Affairs may often and ab- 
ſolutely require. 

On the other hand, 6 as to thoſe 2 
ties, Privileges, or Immunitics, granted at any Time 
to your City, or to any of its ſubordinate Corporations, 
and of which the Outcry is, that you have by 
Governors been moſt injuriouſly ſtripped, reflect, 1 be- 
ſecch you, whether many of thoſe : may not now be 
inconducive to the Ends at firſt propoſed from them, 
or abuſed to Purpoſes, which are rather deſtructive of 
the publick Good, and all the Rules of Government 
and Order. ; 
People may as much as they 8 extol the Value, 
and facred Preſervation of ſuch. Bleſſings, but without 
due Limits and Reſtriction, I believe they will often 
be found the Source of complicated Miſchief, and the 
1 Ki vin Inſtruments that can pub into their 

an 

They were intended indeed as the ſy and Renard 
of Induſtry, but never as the Support of Independence 
or a lawleſs Subjection; and wheneyer they threaten 
ſuch a pernicious Conſequence, what muſt the Condi: 
tion oſ thoſe Governors be, who have no Fower to rer 
gulate or oppoſe them. _ 

A, Man may be allowed the Privilege: of * 
Arms for his Defence, but muſt not from . 
a Right to commit Murder with them, or not to ſur- 
render them to the Officers of J uſtice, when he n 
deus to abuſe them. BY 
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„1 this Light, Gentlemen, it will be your true Ho- 
nour and Intereſt to conſider your preſent Situation, 
and let neither Animoſity, Selfiſhneſs, or Miſrepreſen- 
tation influence your Counſels and Reſolutions, if it ap- 

„ that ſome prudent Limitation of your former 

ights or Liberties, inſtead of Injury or Oppreſſion, 

be really indiſpenſible to your publick Security and 
Welfare. 

However high I may ſeem to carry my Opinion 
here of a neceſſary Power in Governors to recede in 
ſome Inſtances from the Strictneſs of ſtated Rules and 
Laws, it eannot furely be mine, or the Intention of any 
other rational Underſtanding, to defend ſuch a Lati- 
tucde in this Power, as would NI it beyond its due 

Bounds, or give it an unlimited R ight to alter or inya- 
lidate all Rules and Lays at Pleaſure, let the Corrup- 
tion be ever fo great, or the Injury ever ſo flagrant, 
which the Community by this Means may be expoſed 
to: On fuch Occafions, therefore, as I have l 
obſerved, a vigorous and ſpeedy Redreſs muſt, 
doubt be of the utmaſt Neceſſity, and in order to this 
it will now be convenient, to conſider a little, by what 
Meaſures, and through whoſe Hands, ſuch a Redreſs 
may be beſt attempted ; which to explain the more clear- - 

ly, ſome ſhort Remarks, I flatter myfelf, wilt not ſcem 
quite uſeleſs on the 

'5th Poinr propoſed for your Confideration, namely, 
thi when any Abuſe of the Power veſted in Governors 
becomes dangerous to the Community, and ought to 

be ſuppreffed, thoſe of mean Station, and the loweſt 
— the People, are very unfit Inſtruments for that 
= 
Ihe Reaſons I fhall venture to affign for this Aﬀere 
Gon are theſe that follow, 

1ſt, Becauſe Men of this Rank. are generally more 
ſwayed by Prejudice and Paſſion, more eaſily. delud 

by e EET by and the outward Appearance 


of 


| 311 2 

of Things, and not ſo well qualified, from a Solidity 
of Judgment and Experience, to confider their true 
Intereſt, and the Methods of preſerving it. 

If a conſtant Freedom of cenſuring and reforming 
every Step in Governors, which they think amiſs, 
were once allowed or. liſtened to, in thofe who are 
bound to Obedience, I would gladly know what Ad- 
miniſtration upon Earth could even for a ſingle Day be 
ſecure or ſupported ? The more obſcure the Station, 
and the lower the Order of thoſe, who are Members 
in a Community, the more eaſily they are led to be- 
lieve, that every Law formed for its Government, was 
intended only for their private Benefit, and that they 
have an indefeaſible Right, to diſpute and oppoſe every 
Thing which ſeems in the leaſt to reſiſt this or im- 


it. . | hve EL 
Their darling Prerogative, Liberty, they extend to 
ſuch a boundleſs Comprehenſion, that no Ordinance 
they imagine ought to bind them, which they do not 
approve of, or which offers any Degree of Violence to 
ſo ſacred and univerſal a Bleſſing; and when this 
pleaſing Sentiment is improved in their Minds, by the 
Art and Elocution of others, and painted out in thoſe 
gaudy Colours, which uſually captivate vulgar Eyes, 
the ON becomes ſtrong, and difficult to be con- 
Oh nobler Ends of publick Welfare, and the 
Means which muſt conduce to it, Men of lower ſelfiſh 
Principles rarely ars Maſters of; and when this alone 
muſt he the ultimate View of euery Adminiſtration, 
and all other Intereſts, ſubordinate to this, ſo far only 
conſidered, as they tend to promote and ſecure it, you 
may eaſily judge, Gentlemen, if you will be ſerious” 
and impartial, whether ſuch as have not Talents well 
adapted to ſo important a Task, be the proper Perſons 
to lay open its Defects and reform it. WO | 
Now beſides this deficiency of found Judgment, 
and a publick and diſintereſted Spirit, which with great 
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Submiſſion, Gentlemen, however conducive to. your 
real Welfare, I cannot think ſo much the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Principles of the lower Members of Community, 
there is a 
2d Reaſon, Which renders them not ſo well quali- 
fied for the Redreſs of Miſconduct in their Governors, 
and that is the want of ſuch: external Advantages, in 
point of Wealth, Power, and Station, as are about 
neceſſary to carry on a Work of ſuch ane wi 


due Succeſs. 
I ſhall not defy, but that tw Men, without theſe 


Advantages, may think wiſely, perceive Corruptions, 
2 Remedies, and have Hearts moſt boldly and 
volently diſpoſed to effect a Reformation, but the 
ſtion is, whether nothing more be a wanting to ac- 
compliſh the Point they wiſh and aim at. | apprehend, 
Gentlemen, that we muſt, Bo this Caſe, judge as a 
great Apoſtle did, in, the Converſion. of the World 
from Ignorance and Vice to the ſaving Truths of the 
| Goſpel; he became, as he tells us, all things to all 
Men; io long as Prejudice and Cuftom have an In 
: fence upon the human Mind, and this I prefume will 
be till Time is no more, ſo long muſt we to theſe Pre- 
judices and Cuſtoms conform our Behaviour; and if 
the Accuſations formed againſt Governours, and the 
Arguments to redreſs publick Grievances, will not 
readily take place, if not enforced by the Wealthy, the 
Powerful, and the Honourable, I need not ſay, how 
Jmprudent it mult be, to chufe for that Province Men, 
to whom theſe Gifts have noti been imparted. | 
I would not be thought here to imply, Gentlemen, 
that theſe outward Appendages, which in themſelves 
have no real Dignity, ſhould gain your Preference be- 


fore approved Integrity or Wiſdom, but that without 
the firſt, the latter in this World will ſcarce be able to 
make its Way or prove ſucceſsful, - and conſequently, in 
all Caſes of Injury and Redreſs, that it will ever be moſt 
eligible to fix upon thoſe for your Friends and oy of 


The 


tors, hom you find * united. 


8 LJ 
The Reaſon laſt aſſigned, Gentlemen, for the Impro- 
priety of Perſens in low Rank, attempting to accuſe 
and reform Governors, very naturally introduces a a 


34 Reaſon, to the ſame purpoſe, which is, that ie 


has been the prudent Courſe of every Adminiſtration, 
to diſcountenance to the utmoſt all ſuch Attempts, as 
generally productive of the greateſt Evils any Commu- 
nity cal be enbaſeg I, 1 2 5 
3 rays conſider, Gentlemen, how fatal the Conſe- 
quence is likely to prove, if every inferior Member be 
indulged; when he thinks fit, to condemn, and rail at, 
his Governeurs, point out their manifold Corrupti 
in the moſt odious Colours, with which he can de- 


form them, and ſeduce whole Multitudes into the ſame 


Clamour and Uproar ? Can any Conduct be fo incon- 
ſiſtent with the due Order, Regularity, and Obedience 
of thoſe in Subjection, or any Scheme ſo prepoſterous, 


as to think by open Calumny and Invectives to ob- 
tain a Redreſs from thoſe Injuries they pretend to ſus 


It will be rio Apology here for this Practice, to ſay, 
that the Injuries complained of are often real, or the 


5 oe 
* 


Accuſations juſt, which are formed againſt them, be- 


cauſe it is not the Expediency of redreſſing theſe, but 
the Method of doing it, which is now under Conlideras 
tion ; and although in many of thoſe Caſes the Charge 
may be true, yet the Arrogance of making it in ſo 

ublick and in vidious a Manner, muſt open the Way 

r Thouſands that are falſe to be proclaimed with the 
ſame Confidence and Freedom, and every Maag will 


eſteem his Right to cenſure and reform as good as his 
Neighbours. Hence in a ſhort Time the Infection 
ſpreads and becomes univerſal, the whole Community 
s in a Flame about Shadows and Chimeras of their 


own forming, and nothing is to be ſeen but one com- 
mon Scene of diſorder and Confuſiusn. 
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WMhatever- you may oe, Gentlemen, this i is an 
exact Fieture of an Indulgence to the Moltitude to ac- 
cuſe their Governouts and attempt the Redreſs of their 
own Auppoſet - "Grievances; the Play has often been 
ated; Men in the higheſt" Stations and. Offices have 
deen brendel witty the moſt horrid Crimes and Appel- 
lations, Courts of Jutlicature reviled as Dens of Injuſ- 
rice and Corruption, and facred Majeſty it ſelf 44 
deſended · rom the Imputation of Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
| Gen. If chis be the'Refiilt of Liberty, 1 profeſs it is a 
very Melanohdfty one ; they indeed who enjoy it have 

_ rO\preat Reaſon I preſume to complain of Mean; 
but 1%ep they 'who feel the diſmal Effects of it, will 
— * 1 Fig time to check To audacious and growing 
an { 

3 Repreſemazion, Gentlemen, the Truth of 
which, 1 am convinced, muſt be notorious to every 
commen Obſerver, you can not be much Turprized, 
that Governours thoufld with the utmoſt Care oppoſe 
the Attemꝑts of ſubordinate Members to accuſe or 
diſturb the Meaſures of their Adminiftration ; and as 
Men '& this Rank; from the Reaſons affigned, can never 
be Aeemed fie inſtruments for redreſſing thoſe Grievan- 
dhe y pretend to groan under, be cautious, I adviſe - 
yen, in chuſin Bees weh Toe this Undertaking, as have al- 
ready diſtirguſed rhemfelves for the Patrons, and In- 
cendidries F Piſcgntent and Mutiny againſt their Rulers. 
| If Ou feel fee! real Injuries, from which you deſire to be 

relieved, take Care, thar the very Methods you uſe to 
| effet this. benotthe ſure Way to prevent it; they who 
inflame-your Paſſions, Ry rovoke your Complaints, 
inſtead ef Patriots, and publick Benetaftors, will more 
probably by wi Men — N 5 the Fomenters of 
| — Diſorder ; and in the _ Deliberation 
of An auguſt and judicious Senate, I apprehend, it 
will give no great Weight to any Remonſtrance, that 
it was gt firſt founded upon 2 raſn and popular Cla- 

mor, raiſed by the Warmth * ſome Factions and tur- 
— Spirit. 


Give 
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Give, me leave to.cloſe this: Point,.. Gentlemen, with 
one material Obſervation, which is, that. in all. the hiſto- 
rical Accounts of thoſe. Commotions or. Inſurreionsji 
which at. any. time, or in any, Adminiſtration, have been. 
{ct on Foot, by Men of low Degtpe, for. the-Aceuſatis 
on of Governours, and the Redreg. of. Injuries, it+ will 
eyer be found, ihat. che Conſequence has. been latal, andi 
in the End turned. to ibo Detriment- Healer ame 
ty which gaye it. being. 

Out. W insemertle luſtances- Ci th kr tas 

|. be. produced, [ | ſhall,,only., mention tha ok 
mi famaus. Mefranallo.. ot. Naples, , who, * though»! no 
more, than an. ohſaure Fiſherman, raid the moſt? 
e and. formidahle.. Nebellion in- that State 
the Annals. porhapg.Þ.of any nf Agr or. Nation can 
rd us As ſame-Gabels'.or TAues had been im: 
poſe& on the Inhabitants, which they thought. ant 
Encroachmestyn the. Rights.and. Propgniies,,the-high- 
et” DfiFrontent.,. and. Æccuſations aroſmamongſt the Fo 
Pylace. on this Account. Maffignelloy , who. -was of. 
daring 152 enterprizing Genius, made: uſo of cis As! 
cident for hizown Purpoſes ;. by his- Art. and i 
ty... he. ſpirited. len: ddl ry. Breaſt”. to Revenge, angel he. 
was unanimouſly. ared. their. Leader to Liberty and 
Glery,; his. Declamations againſt the. State, „and, ite 
Cotruprions o alnioſt . deifyed him, and no Law. a hade 
a Sanction but. What. came from his Mouth. Imiam- 
Inſtant the. Whole. City was. in- Arms, nothing Ong alkI 
fides but. Murder, Devaſtation, and. Ruin and:othe5 
Vice-Roy with many others in Authority undef- Hin- 
were. created as. the moſt infamons. and abandoned. Cti- 
mioals.... But What was the.upſhiot.. of this-Herd's Ex. 
ploits ? Why, after a Farce of ;:Royalty.and-.Domini«+ 
on for. a few: Days,..dazled with. his new Splendorg+he 
became ag wet Pham, and more: deteſted by his 
Fe him they. had q uſt depoſed j 8 
they, put / him. to a ſevere andi ignominious: Death 
releaſed... chein Vio Rog, and returaed-<o-cheit-ifofines' 
_ Once 
E 2 The 
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/ The Application of this tragical Event, | Cee. 
F men, I leave to your ſelves; if any of the Circum- 
i ſtances hir your Situation, I hope you will profit by 
! them, and avoid all a 8 of running into Mea- 
ql ſures of the ſame unhap 67 Kind, when applying. for 


| Juſtice, or the Redreſs Hardſhips laid upon you; 
1 do not pretend here to vindicate the Severity + 
the Neapolitan Government, which no doubt was very 
oppreſſive and injurious to the Community, but to 
ſhow the deplorable Conſequence of any Populace, in 
a violent and ſeditious Manner, attempting their own 
Redreſs; and upon this Plan, nothing I Sinks can be 
more manifeſt, than that every Adminiſtration upon 
Earth, as well the beſt and moſt equitable, as the 
worſt and moſt oppreſſive, muſt alike be expoſed to 
the diſmal Effet of popular Caprice and Indigna- 


tion. 
„Here then the Queſtion will ariſe, if it happens, 
as no Doubt it often may, that Governours are Cor- 
rupt Violators ' of thoſe Laws, by which they ought 
to be directed, and injurious to that Community, for 
whoſe Welfare and Support they are conſtituted ; and 
if the lower Members IE ſuch 'Community, though 
the principal Sufferers, may not by open Clamour, 
Accuſation, and other violent Methods, attempt their 
oven Redreſs, or put themſelves under che Conduct of * 
an inferiour and turbulent Repreſentative | for this 
Purpoſe ; by what Means, and TY whoſe Me- 
diation, muſt this neceſſary Work of efo ee be 
affected ?ꝰ Ie e 4h 
Nom co anſwer this Queſtion, Us hehe of my Pow- 
er and Judgment, I muſt once mere ſollicit your Th 
tention, Gentlemen; Bt S d 
6th And laſt Point propoſed fuß Sof ferious Reg 
en this Subje, which is, That as 8 To 
ed with equal Power, one Ge i; need 
Minds where muſt probably be found, theſe alone 
the likelieſt Inſtruments to — the Abies ad 
7 ore 


e 
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retore the Welfare of that en, wherein they 
reſide. 

, As to thoſe of ſuperiour Rank in your City, Gen⸗ 
tlemen, and who are principally concerned in the Go+ 
vernment of it, in promoting the Proſperity of its 
Inhabitants, and the Preſervation of its Rights and 
Priviledges, nothing in my Opinion can be bs abſurd, 
fo contradiftory to the Nature of Things, of ſo in- 
conſiſtent with ll The Rules of unprejudiced and im- 
partial Reaſon, as to ſuppoſe ſuch an univerſal State 
C e them, that to a Man they are 
all 2 and rice. Fr for their own ſelfiſh Ende, 
an pun vate Intereſt, to injure and diſtreſs; the pub- 
lick Welfare this I ſay is a Charge, that can never be 

admitted by any indifferent and unbiaſed Mind, and that 
for the two . — Reaſons. 
In the firft Place, Ecken, I can not find, that 
in the general Opinion ot the World, or ſuch as: 
moſt intimately der them, the Character and Con- 
duct of theſe "Men is ſo infamous as, their Enemies: 
reſent. them. In the common and, ſocial, Duties: 
of Life, 1 1 apprehend, 72 ee of them at 
7 have been eminent for a ſtrict and: conſcientious 
e: In the mutual Offices of Converſation: and: 
eighbourhood, fan of them are remarkable) 
2 2 affable and genero Behaviour 5 n their Inc 
tercourſe and at e 9 and Pro-: 
bity; and i ons. 5 Calamity r for thes 
Promotion o en: ublick Emolument, for their ex- 
tenſive Charit 1 benevolent Diſpoſition. Now 
that Men in t eſe ſocial Relations. ſhould be ſo truly 
Praiſe· worthy, and yer in the impqrtant Concern of 
E and publick Welfare, give p all Senſe 
of moral Virtue and Honeſty, is a Paradox muſt on 
aboye my Compre enſion, Sch yo. bot 334 TR03 
But 24%, Beſides the Improbability of this Imputa- 
tion, the Fruth is, Gentlemen, that neither ;4he Ac-⸗ 
cuſations againſt t them are ſo Joſt, nor the Inju uries com- 


Phil 


| 
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phined of ſo grievous, as they are painted. In the E- 


lection-of: Citizens to this Sphere of Government, it 
appears, that due Care is taken to give the Prefes 
rence td thoſe who have the fitteſt Qualifications 
for a- Truſt of that Nature; the Order "and Re- 
gularity of the City in many Points are a Proof 'of 
this, and: thoſe who in their Turns preſide 1 in the firſt 
Place- of Rule, have for. the maſt+ part diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves: for their uſeful and vigilemm Admigiſtra- 


tion, To wich 1. muſt}, add, Gentlemen, "as; before, 


that the flouriſhing State of your Corporations. in 


their yarious Branches of Trade, and their uninterrupted 
Enjoyment of many ſingular Privileges and -Advan- 


21 80 are by no Means an Indication of that diftteſſed 
ok itn Treatment, ee n ther 


Superiors. 


It ma Pee be urged here df we 
ing the e o your ende and the Senſe 
they: have of their uling 'mahy illegal and*'op re 


| Meaſures tothe” 'Prej 1 7 -of Riot ho are 
nate to t thein 


de N of e 
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(ufer, the whole mult ſuffer; and if one dreh 
the Whole muſt. rejoice. If therefore you 
favourable to your Governors, Gentlemen, as to ** 
; they act from a real Priniple of Sell: love to them- 
ſelves, I chink they cannot take a better Method, than 
to ground. this upoh your Well-being; and from hence 
Lam ſatisfied, that the Injuries ſo bitterly co compleney 
of by ſome of your Fellow-Citizens, muſt ei 
imaginary, or at leaſt ariſe from ſome other Motive than 
they are gepreſentetd. 
But let us — that ſome of this "higher © R FE 
really ſo ſtupid and abandoned, as to make this the 
of their Station and Power, 1 mean to {trip you of e 
legal Property and Prerogative, chat they may Rather 
their Neſts with vour Spoils- 3 are the whole Claß of 
Stamp, and hot: one generous, or compaſſionate. 
Mind to be found amongſt them, who.would liften to 
your Complaints, and affiſt to redreſs you ? the Inlinu- 
ation, Gentlemen; is Beyond all Appearance of Proba 
bility, and they who endeavour to poſſeſs you with it 
mut knbw it to be falſe; _ are many in that Sta» 
tion, who would readily eſpouſe your Cauſe in any res- 
ſonable Remonſtrance, and defend your 2 wo! when 
conducive to che publick Welfare, , as muc 
would their own, in their proper Councils, be 
ſome wrong Steps may be taken, which they neither 
approved, ner ch prevent againſt a Majority, but 
che is ab Reaſon, that in a higher Court pacity, 
they might not beth be able and willing to do you = 4 
tice, o far #48 the Laws of your City or Country give 
you a Right to demand it. 
But fuppoſing chis Abſurthty pofüble, that che whole 
| are unanimous in. their Reſolutions to diſtreſs you, 
and to refule you the leaſt Relief, or equitabl e Hearing, 
a ug iflon I think ſearce to be . Have you 
temen, che publick Courts of Judearure x 
— 10 for Your Redreis which, we may preſume, w will 
neither for the Sake of their * or C Character, be 
_— willing 


[40] 
willing to reject your Suit, or deny you the Right of 
eyery common Subject? = 1 2840 
I underſtand indeed with great Concern; that ſome of 
your Members are ſo hardy as to charge the whole Bench 
of Judges with the moſt infamous and flagrant Corrup- 
tion, and that from Menof ſuch abandoned Principles you 
cannot have the leaſt Room to hope for Redreſs or Juſ- 
tice z a melancholly Situation verily; Gentlemen, you 
muſt be in, were this true. the whole World I think 
againſt you, and you againſt the World; and not one 
Man in Power or Authority to be allowed, upon whom 
you could depend for the leaſt Mercy or Favour; One 
Perſon I find there is, who has diſplayed his Abilities 
and Proweſs for bullying all theſe Tyrants, who are 
ſuch Foes to Honeſty and Juſtice, and giving them a 
proper Senſe of their Duty, and thoſe Laws, which 
ought to underſtand, maintain. and execute; 
py it is for you, Gentlemen, that you have ſuch 4 
Champion to ſtand by you; who may be as uſeful in the 
Support of your Rights, as the King's is in- the De- 
fence of his Title at his Corenation ; the only Difference 
lyes here, that the King ftands not in Need of his 
Champion, and yours I fear will do you no Service. 
But pray, Gentlemen, what real Ground can there 
be for tlis univerſal Calumny againft the Judges of 


Night and Propetty in this Kindoni? His Majeſty, as 


T-apprehend, choſe them to that high Station, for their 
Integrity, and Skill in the Laws ; and in the common 
Courſe of their Judicaturez moſt of them, I believe, if 


not the Whule, are generally well approved of for their 


Conduct; one Thing; I am fure, you will all allow, 


that in the Court, where Equity is principally regard- 
ed, and the Rules of other Courts properly adjuſted and 


tempered, there never were wiſer or more upright De- 
terminations. Fry . 
If none of theſe will anſwer the Purpoſe of the Diſ- 
contented, and that they are all ſuſpected of Favour and 
Partiality to the Superior Rank of your City, becauſe 


1 | 
k or powerful, to the Prejudice of the low and 
diſtrefled — of your Community, let us aſcend 
at laſt, Gentlemen, to the ſupreme Reſource of the in- 
jured in this Kingdom, and the Fountain and Director 
of all other Courts, I mean the high Court of Parlia- 
ment, and ſee, if in that honourable and auguſt Aſſembly, 
there be not ample Encouragement for the oppreſſed 
of all Kinds to take Sanctuary, and obtain Juſtice. 
1 am informed with vaſt Surprize, Gentlemen, that 
even here the Complaint is as loud as ever; that there 
is no Acceſs for the juſt Remonſtrance of your Injuries, 
nor a Member in —— Body to be found, 
who would introduce a Petition in your Behalf: Tour ; 
City Repreſentatives, to be ſure, who are the very Cri- 
minals accuſed, will never be guilty of ſuch an impru- 
dent Step; as to lay open or remove their own berieficial 
Cotruptions, and yet no other Member, it is alledged, 
will intermeddle in a Point, which it is not their Duty, 
ex Province, to be concerned in. A noble Deſcrip 
| truly, Gentlemen, is here given us, of a wiſe and im- 
partial Parliament, met together, to Jſettle publick 
and Welfare upon a laſting Foundations and 
ä re wed not 
one of that great A ſſembly can be influenced to repre- 
ſent it. But, Gentlemen, as the Charge thus painted, 


7 may be aſſured, muſt be falſe; ſo the Inchä utter — 2 


any Petition be refuſed, the Reaſon muſt be; that 
it was unſeaſonable, or trifing 05 ill A Gina its 
Truth and Allegations. 
The Senate, as far as 100 an 88 | 
have frequently taken the Welfare of 2 into 
their moſt ſerious Conſideration, and have made 
Laws and Regulations for its Advancement and 
roſperity z and therefore, if you now ſuſtain any — 
Injuries, inconfiſtent with thoſe Rights ati Privileges | 
ſo warmly contended for, and: which can nat, with the 
ſame Proſpect of Succeſs, be elſewhere ſo well confi- 


dae, I en den de Reden. dur 70 hae i this 
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Place to doubt 2 ——— nd A” yu ay | 


tene. 
4 een with, Guiclainen, that duns vt our 
Brethren! had dont this renowned Body of —— ſo 
much Honour, as to have ſuſpended their own Opi- 
nion, till they knew: the judgment of this ſupreme. 
Tribunal, and that he ar leaft, . who hoped to fit here 


as your Repreſentative, had not by a peremptory and 


magiſterial Drciſibu, before —— foreſtalled 
3 awhich can there alone he determined. 
Sueh à Candidue 1 find there is, Gentlemen, upon 
whom many among you: build great Hopes, _ 
one of the loweſt in your Community; that by his 

Knowledge he ts capable to direct, by his Patriotiſm to 
infame; an! by his Oratory to convince; every Member 
of thiphotionrable Houſe, in all thoſe important Points, 
which re now the nee Neceſſicy/ | 


for laying-before them. of Frye 


ang art o eos as much 48 
of Farce or in a 
NMlatter of his Conſe can there in fact be any of 
your Fellois· Citizens, Gentlemeny fo — bs rt 

Judiciqus; A to think. a Man of this Rank and Deſcrip- 
tian, let his Genius other wie be what it wilt, the — 8 
Conſtinuent t repreſent and ſcrue you in Parliament? 
If yoltealty judge ſo, Fam confiderit you judge amiſa, 
and tha hid are not at alf the Qualifications neceſſary 
to ĩnſſiitnher and gaiii the Rur of fo ſolemn and awful an 
Aſſembly. 1 am told ſome witey ant facatious Tem 
Pars habe Heclared their Vote his Way, in order to 
YOrm Loh Matic in he we as they: ftyle i, 


But alt Rallery 
the leaſt A 


1 == Areas 2 2 re 
Jamie — — — n 


another 


[43]: 
another Scene this Kind of: Comedy may be; but Lean 
ſcarce imagine, that it will go down in à grave 
met to delberate on the weighty Affairs of the Nations 
| phy ain mehr up their Time, in — | 
alt e Dignity, to laugh at a grot 
A to a Scage Play er 25 e 


"Be aſſured, Gaiden; thut the — mor 
recommend: 4 Speaker, and his Motions er 
this venerable and difcerningy Court, are het à aue 
neſs of uttering loud — acute Sonu, a Stock" of 
Self-ſufficiency;-or a diftacing” own Opinion 
what they ought. to think anti(determine ; ſh far others" 
wiſe, that che „ deſerving their eonffant Re- 
gard and Attention, are Deferenee, ſolid 
Senſe, and Experience; and albtheſe at the fame Time 
adorned by the Sphere and Station of the Speaker, Rr 
approved Character and Reputation, and that Intimacy * 
and Reſpect, with which 8 the Beſ gn moſt Honourable 

are pleaſed to diſtingui 

1 me then, Gentletheny: ag ain 'exhort you, to be 
circumſpect, and well-adviſed, in the Concluſion of 
that Choice, wherewith you are intruſted on this Emer- _ 
gency ; and if among thoſe who offer fheir Service, ef+ 
pecially ſuch as are at the Head of your Community, 
you can diſcover a Candidate, in whom theſe laſt- 
mentioned Qualifications conſpire to recommend him; 
fix there, and ſuffer no Art, Influence, or Scheme 
whatever, to raviſh that Conſent from you, which 
ought to be ſacred, and determined only by your pro- 

r Judgment and Conviction. In ſuch a Choice, and 
Relolurian, you cannot miſcarry, but find your Ho- 
nour and Intereſt moſt powerfully ſecured by it; where: 

n any other Views or Motives, you will as ſure- 
J ly loſe] your Mark, and repent the Deciſion you make, 
RY] mould you be ſo n as to ſucceed in a Majo- 
rity. | 
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by _— more. and opulei it Gentlemen, i 
Jour neighbouring Kingdom, e a Precedent 18 


— from thoſe of the ſuperior Rank: amongſt them 
and .as-conſtantly give the Preference to ſuch as: 
are moſt eminent for their Intereſt, Wealth, and Repu-; 
tation. Theſe wiſe and politick People have all their 
Ends well anſwered in ſuch an Election; and for this 
Reaſon, ſo long as they continue to be a City, this no 
doubt will Dea leading Rule to them, Wr en 
Imitation. Ahn 10 vt; 

, My princial View in his Addrek, Gentlemen, = 
contri Lean, in my Capacity, to your / 
Welfare and 1 ; 41 have the law, 
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